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Gordon Paesani ITS Midwest Scholarship Announcement 
ITS Midwest is pleased to award scholarships to applicants who are pursuing higher education in the use 
of Intelligent Transportation Systems to improve safety and efficiency. The scholarship criteria look for 
excellence in the classroom, passion for innovation, and enthusiasm for the transportation industry. 

The scholarship is open to collegiate sophomores, juniors, seniors, and graduate students planning to 
enter the transportation field with a primary focus of interest in Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS). 
Applicants shall be presently attending colleges and universities in the four-state coverage area of ITS 
Midwest (Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio). 

Gordon served as a mentor to many young engineers during his contribution to our industry. Read about 
Gordon’s extensive career and accomplishments below. 

About  Gordon 

Gordon Paesani was a committed innovator in ITS, including a variety of concepts he implemented long before the 
term ‘ITS’ was coined. From 1961 to 1989 Gordon served the Michigan Department of 
Transportation in various capacities including Freeway Operations Manager. Through his 
work, he designed strategies to implement some of the earliest variable speed control and 
adaptive ramp metering systems in existence, now called Active Traffic Management (ATM). 

Gordon joined Delcan Corporation (now Parsons Corporation) in 1992 and continued to 
provide innovation to incident response planning for Traffic Management Centers and 
developed the System Wide Adaptive Ramp Metering (SWARM) algorithm and the Corridor 
Adaptive Ramp Metering Algorithm (CARMA). He provided leadership, design, and successful 
implementation expertise to ATMS deployments within over 10 US states as well as several 
provinces in Canada. His advanced technology designs supported the intensive transportation 

needs for four US Olympic games, as well as disaster release initiatives after California Earthquakes and Louisiana 
flooding. 

Gordon was a Transportation Research Board committee member from 1983-1989 and 2004-2017. He created the 
concept for the Emerging Freeway Operations Concepts subcommittee which he co-chaired for years. He also co-
chaired the Sunday Seminar task group for several years. 

Most importantly, Gordon was a beloved teacher as much as an innovator. He had a unique ability to mentor young 
staff throughout their careers with patience, bringing the best out of each individual he assisted. He was also known 
for his efforts to break down barriers for women in our industry. His passion for our industry and our innovations is 
second to no one. 

He had a passion for golf, football (particularly the Detroit Lions), and had a sense of humor rarely equaled in our 
profession. 

Through the ITS Midwest scholarship, we hope  to assist the recipients in realizing their vision and passion for the 
advancement of safety, advanced technology, and efficient travel within this growing and exciting industry. 
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Pages 3 and 4: Tri-folded pamphlet produced by the Department Report and Information Committee of the City of Detroit, and the Automotive Club 
of Michigan detailing the John C. Lodge Freeway Traffic Surveillance and Control Research Project. 
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